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The cunning take the thread of fact and weave

a tapestry that lies to their advantage.

From the faceted complexity of Canossis

comes a labyrinth. From our ceremony of respect
for mindless force we can't control

but only evade with grace and knowledge,

a monster in the labyrinth. From a king--

chosen, not born, nor thrust upon a race

by murderous alliances-- a cruel tyrant
delighting in the suffering of others.

As we, weakened-- beloved faces reduced

by death to less than half-- were forced to hear, recounted
by the scarred and angry Mycenaeans.

One must learn to give the Bull the things

it needs: space, grass and grain, his mates

and offspring, and elude the things

its momentary fury wants- your death

and those of your sisters and brothers.

One must sadly learn to treat the lion

with similar evasive regard. But our

diplomacy, once revered along

all shores of the Sea, collapsed and died, rebuked.
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